Sermon for Whitsunday
Called Pentecost

By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
TEXT:

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
 In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, Amen.

HOMILY:


The dictionary typically defines peace as the absence of the state of war. As long as you are not fighting with someone, or your nation is not in armed conflict with another nation, then peace prevails, they would claim.


But the absence of armed conflict alone is not peace.


Nations can be in harmony with each other, but if their people are faced with poverty, need and worry, then there is no peace. The absence of fighting may be peace as the world knows and defines it, but Jesus means far more than this when He tells His disciples and us, “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you.”


Not peace as the world knows and thinks of it, but His own peace was bestowed by Jesus. That peace is marked by a serene and confident dependence upon the grace of God for the meeting of all our needs. Any problems, concerns, or worries which we may have, too, we offer to God that He might handle them, and we know that we need not concern ourselves with them, because they are taken care of already.


This peace is far beyond what the world means when it refers to peace. 


When we experience this kind of peace, we need not have any fear or trouble. That is why Jesus can calm us saying, “Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.”
 Truly, what need we fear or allow to worry us when we depend on God for all things? There is nothing that is beyond God’s ability and power to handle, so what could we ever fear in such a case?


Now, this reading comes to us today as we celebrate Whitsunday, also called the Pentecost. At the Pentecost, the disciples experienced the power of the Holy Spirit coming to them, empowering them to carry the Gospel to all people, everywhere. 


This gift came to them by the granting of the real meaning of the Gift of Tongues. That gift, given directly by the Holy Spirit, was not the gift of babble, or of speaking sounds and words which no one could understand.


Quite the contrary, The power given by the Holy Spirit was that when the Apostles spoke the Word of God to the people, each listener, no matter where he came from, or what his native tongue might be, could understand what the Apostles were saying perfectly. This was precisely the opposite of what happened at the Tower of Babel, where communication was prevented by the action of God, rather than communication being made possible.


The coming of the Holy Spirit to the Apostles was signified by the presence of “tongues of fire” upon them. 


Consider the situation.


The Apostles were hiding for fear of what the Jews might do to them, and suddenly now, the very Spirit of God appeared to them, giving them each power to communicate to the whole world. With this granting of the power to communicate came great confidence that no matter what else happened to them, they were chosen by God to do His work.


They were not only selected, but they were given powers of God to do that work. These men, mostly a varied group of laborers from Galilee, now had the indwelling power of God to go forth into the world.


This is why Jesus had told them to go to Jerusalem to wait for the Holy Spirit to give them power. That very same power is passed on to us today, through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit from the time of our Baptism.


We can do so much more than we think.


How are we to understand this gift?


We cannot understand it. We do not deserve it. We often do not even use the gifts we have, because we don’t trust in God. But it is ours.


It is the gift which truly “passes all understanding.” 


The people of Jerusalem marveled at the gift given the Apostles that day at the Pentecost.


“And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born? Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes, Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God.”


Even more should we marvel at the powers which the Holy Spirit extends to us, to spread the Word of God through all the world, and despite all the troubles of the world, to be in Peace.


Let us pray.


Lord, as You empowered the Apostles to carry your word to peoples of all tongues at the Pentecost, so give to us Your Peace, that we too may continue the work which You have set before us. Through the merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the same Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen.  
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