Sermon for the Twenty-second Sunday after Trinity
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:

PETER said unto Jesus, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times?  Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
HOMILY:


Even to our sometimes jaded ears, Peter’s question to Jesus seems like one we might expect out of a petulant child arguing with a sibling.


It is almost as if Peter is saying, “Do I really have to keep forgiving him?  He’s REALLY getting on my nerves.”  And at the root of the matter, lies this:  “I really don’t think he deserves to be forgiven.”


And that is the point.


No, your brother probably does not deserve to be forgiven.  None of us do deserve to be forgiven for the things we do.  If the truth be told, based upon the things we say, and think, and sometimes even do, we deserve to be roundly punished.


In order to deserve something, we have to have earned that result by something we have done.  We know that there is literally nothing we can do to deserve what God does for us.

How could we deserve His having given us life?  What could we ever have done to deserve the creation of the world, and all the diversity of the creation?  What could we possibly do to deserve being forgiven for all the things we do in our day-to-day lives that separate us from the God who created us and who loves us?
What are we capable of that could ever earn such a miraculous reality?
In the creation, God gave us life.  He made each of us individual, each with our own special, unique gifts, talents, skills, and opportunities.  By His Holy Spirit, God endued each of us with special gifts to offer back to His creation, whether gifts of teaching, preaching, understanding, healing, or any of the myriad other gifts.
We are not capable of creating life, save through the miracle of reproduction which He gave to us in order that we might carry forth His creation and plan.  Yet, while we may command the mechanics of reproduction, it remains God only who bestows the gift of the soul to each and every man born of woman.

In creation, God made all the lands and places we know.  He created the mountains and the deep seas.  His hands formed the valleys and hills, and made for us all the places of the earth.  He populated the earth with life of all kinds, as well as the plants and the variety of other things which we now enjoy.

For all our vaunted science and study and understanding, we cannot of ourselves make a flower, or a bird, or even a bit of earth.  Again, it is God who creates, and we who enjoy.

We do not deserve to enjoy, but God is a parent who loves to see His children enjoying the gifts He gives to us.  

Even when we fail Him, even when we separate ourselves from God by our own actions of rebellion, opposition, and evil thoughts, words and deeds, yet He forgives us and calls us back to Him, over and over again, to restore us to his quite literal good graces and mercy  and to our lives.

What could we do to deserve this mercy?

Can we create life?  Can we create a new world, and offer it to God? 

No.

Thankfully, God does not ask that we do anything like that.

Instead, He asks that we only make changes in ourselves. 

Follow My commandments, God insists.  They are not difficult, yet they seem so very hard for us to comply with.  Love, honor and worship only God, and remember the day He claims as His own.  Treat your fellows with dignity and love.  Honor your parents.  Don’t lie, cheat, steal, or kill, and respect that others might have some things that you do not.

God knows that we have trouble adhering to these laws of His.  He knows that we seem to fall away from Him over and over again.  Especially, we seem to find ways to do wrong to our fellows – who are also part of His creation.

And so – to help us find a way past this last, He insists that we learn to do one more thing.

Forgive each other when we fail. 

God Himself forgives us when we fail.  He excuses in us our sin, our evil, our disregard for ourselves and each other.  All we have to do is to ask forgiveness.

But if we wish to be granted this forgiveness, we must learn to first forgive each other.  We have been forgiven so much – we truly owe it to God to forgive each other as he tells us we must.

If we fail to do so, we risk facing the wrath of God which we truly have earned and in truth do deserve. 

In the parable from today’s Gospel, the evil servant refused to forgive one of his fellows a debt.  As a result, his lord, furious over the servant’s conduct, refused him forgiveness of his own debt.

As our Lord warns us, “So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses.”
 

Let us pray.
Dear Lord, forgive us our multitude of failures.  Help us always to follow Your commandments and to forgive others as we would ourselves be forgiven by others.  Help us to know that it is in forgiving others that we heal ourselves, and that without forgiving others, we remain unforgiveable ourselves.  This we pray in the name of Him who died that we might be forgiven, and rose to lead us to You, Your Son our Savior, Jesus Christ.   Amen.

Sunday, October 23, 2016
The Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

--ooOOoo--
� Matthew 18: 20-21 (KJV).





� Matthew 18: 35 (KJV).
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