Sermon for the Tenth Sunday After Trinity
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:

For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; to another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: but all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.

HOMILY:


It is often said that everyone has a gift to give. Each person is different, and so it stands to reason that each person’s gifts would be different as well. We know too that all good things come from God, and so the Epistle reading today reminds us of the gifts that Christians have to offer the Church and the source of those gifts.


The range of gifts is breathtaking. As Saint Paul states, gifts from wisdom, to healing, to communication skills, even the working of miracles are given to various of God’s people. Those gifts, Paul notes, are from the “manifestation of the spirit,”
 which is to say that the existence of the gift makes plain from whence it comes. Therefore, the existence of the gift itself makes plain that the person who has been blessed by possessing the gift has been touched and empowered by the Holy Spirit.


And, as Paul says, the gifts are given to each to whom they are given to profit the people of God.


The theologian Dr. John Gill, in his Exposition Of The Whole Bible
, points out that the gifts are not given to all people without exception, but rather only to Christians. Therefore, Gill would argue, the existence of the gifts themselves can be considered a proof of the Christianity of the person with the gift. Further, that the gifts being directed to Christians indicates that the gifts are to be used for the betterment of the church.

To some is given “the word of wisdom,”

 which refers to the broad understanding of the wisdom of God as expounded in the Gospel. The person to whom this gift is given assumes the task of opening the meaning of the Gospels to others. This was the gift given at first to the Apostles as they went forth to found and spread the Church, and had to convince others of the truth, power and reality of the Gospel.


To others is given the ability to understand and apply the truth of scriptures to current and future times, and to expound on the will of God. This gift, like that of wisdom, is given by the Holy Spirit.

Paul next mentions the gift of faith. Not just the grace of believing, but the accompanying power to go forth and declare God’s word fearlessly and boldly, no matter what opposition might be faced.

This is the gift that teachers and pastors hold in greater or lesser degree, and the ability to work this gift comes from the inspiration and protection of the Holy Spirit in all circumstances.
Saint Paul’s defiance of various authorities as he continued to preach the Gospel in the face of threats to his life and health is a prime example of faith as a gift. So too were the actions of the holy martyrs of the Church who faced death rather than denying the truth of the Gospel.


Contrasted with the gift of faith is the gift of healing. This power was handed down directly from Christ to His disciples as they were sent forth in pairs to preach the Gospel and bring the world to Him.

In some cases by laying on of hands, in some cases by anointing with oil, in some cases merely by pronouncement of a blessing, the power to heal those afflicted by spiritual and physical illness was granted by the Holy Spirit to those who He selected.

In each case, the gifts provided were granted “by that same Spirit,” 
 Paul notes, “dividing to every man severally as he will.” 

The reason any given person is selected for a particular gift may not always be evident to us, except sometimes in hindsight. But in each case, it is evident that the person selected is chosen by the Spirit of God’s inerrant hand, and is selected to the benefit of the Church.


 Even the gifts of the working of miracles, prophecy and the discerning of spirits are given by the Holy Spirit to those who he chooses. Always the choice is made by God. He selects those who He chooses to make the greatest impact on His church and His world.

Not all of the gifts given were positive. Saint Peter is reported to have stricken Ananias and Sapphira
 dead for attempting to cheat the church and lie to the Holy Spirit.  Saint Paul smote Elymas the sorcerer with blindness because Elymas attempted to keep people from the faith.


Each of these events is seemingly beyond the power of human beings to achieve, which speaks to the source of the gift – that is – God. Only God could achieve such works, whether acting Himself, or acting through those He chooses to carry on His work on Earth.


Nor has the granting of gifts ceased with the passing of time, though in today’s world we perhaps do not notice them as often or grant to them their proper source. The gifts are yet given, and are yet acted on. We must simply be open to them.


Let us pray.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1O LORD, our heavenly Father, whose blessed Son came not to be ministered unto, but to minister; We beseech thee to bless all who, following in his steps, give themselves to the service of their fellow men. Endue them with wisdom, patience, and courage to strengthen the weak and raise up those who fall; that, being inspired by thy love, they may worthily minister in thy Name to the suffering, the friendless, and the needy; for the sake of him who laid down his life for us, the same thy Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
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