Sermon for the Third Sunday in Trinity

By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:

ALL of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,  Amen.

HOMILY:

There once was a priest who served in a small city, where he tried hard to live according to God’s word, and to do His work diligently. As is sometimes the case, there were a few people in this man’s congregation who wished somehow to find fault in him, and so, thinking that he surely must have some fault that they could find, one of those congregants one day followed the cleric home following service.

The good reverend took an unfamiliar route home, however, and the congregant was suddenly startled to see him turn into a building known locally as a house of ill repute. The snooping congregant was startled, but decided to continue snooping to see what other sins he might find the pastor involved in.
The next week, he again followed the reverend after service, only to find him going to yet another den of iniquity. He was convinced that he had found a great and terrible secret, and was secretly delighted that he could spring this surprise on the father and the congregation.

This pattern went on for a few more weeks, and each Sunday, the man followed the Priest after service to see what else he might learn.  Finally, he thought it was time to let the cat out of the bag.

So, the following Sunday, as the Priest took to the Pulpit to make announcements, he made his few, then, as was his custom, he asked whether anyone else had anything of note to offer.

The would-be investigator stood, and as eyes fixed on him, said, “I have a question. Why have you been frequenting places where prostitutes, pimps and drug dealers hang out?”
The congregation gasped with the apparent accusation, and looked to the pastor for his answer. “My son,” he began, “that is where the sinners are that I am called to minister to once I have finished doing so here.”

The members of the congregation smiled and laughed, and the accuser could only stammer an apology.
Peter, in his letter to the churches in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, advised all people, “All of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.”
  


We so often have no idea what others are doing, or why, yet we make terrible condemnations of them.


Yet it is precisely those people who we would condemn who most need the message of God that there is forgiveness, and hope. We all instinctively recoil from the saying, “there is no hope for you,” but when we condemn in our hearts and go on to treat others as less than human, we are surely guilty of saying that very thing by our actions, if not our words.


It is said that the greatest thing we can do is to save another person’s life. I suggest that the greatest thing that we can do is to save another person’s soul by bringing them to find faith. In doing so, we can be part of saving not just their mortal life, but perhaps their eternal life as well.


Not that we are the agents of that salvation. But – if we, by our words, actions and lives, encourage someone else to consider and find faith in God, then God has used us to save them.  


Consider the words of Jesus from today’s Gospel reading: “I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.” 
  

But – in order to guide others to repentance, and forgiveness, we need first to try to see others as Jesus sees them – people who need help, not condemnation. 


As He said, “Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven:”
 


This doesn’t mean that we should not hate the actions of the sinner. It means that we need to draw the distinction between the sinner and the sin. Sinners are not their sin. The sin is their illness, from which they need to see the doctor of souls – Jesus Christ.


We appropriately want to stamp out illness. We righteously want to put a stop to crime. But at the same time, we must also want to see the sick person healed, and the criminal turned from crime.


If we condemn the sinner along with the sin, then we are stubborn and proud, but “God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.”


We must therefore, “Humble [ourselves] therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt[us] in due time: casting all [our] care upon him; for he careth for [us].”


We must join that Priest in the story in searching out all those who most need God’s Word, and Love, and Grace, and share those gifts from Him with those of His children who are most in need.

We must let go of pride and stubbornness, remembering that we too, need His forgiveness and love.


Let us pray.


May the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, make us perfect, stablish, strengthen, and settle us. To Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
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