Sermon For The First Sunday After The Epiphany

By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:
And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it.  But they, supposing him to have been in the company, went a day’s journey; and they sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance.  And when they found him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking him.  And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

HOMILY:
Every parent’s nightmare.

You travel to a big city, and when it is time to go, somehow, inexplicably, you lose track of a child, and it is hours, perhaps even days later before you realize what has happened. Our minds reel with horrible possibilities even to consider the results of such a thing.

The psychological horror of losing a child is so universal and widespread that in virtually every society there are people who report nightmares about this possibility. Every parent on hearing this story feels the anguish, the fear, the clawing horror of a child who is lost. 
The circumstances initially seem common enough. Joseph and Mary, as was common at the time, took a trip to Jerusalem each year at the Feast of the Passover. These trips were, no doubt, a strain on the resources of the family, and were undertaken only with the company of extended family and neighbors. 

The Feast of the Passover was huge – lasting a full week. Despite this, the family stayed the full week at the Feast, but when the time was come, the family turned towards home along with their kin and neighbors. The family started for home, presuming that Jesus, then aged 12, was with the group, perhaps with kinfolk or others.
After a day’s travel, however, they still had not seen Him, and so they began to inquire about him. “Have you see our son?” “Do you know who he is with?” “Has anyone seen Jesus?” But no one had seen the boy.

No doubt terrified, His parents turned back towards Jerusalem to find their son. It took them three days to find Him. We can only imagine the fear, the concern, the agonizing worry that must have gripped Joseph and Mary.

But after three days searching for their son, they did find Him. “And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions.  And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers.”

Not afraid, not searching for His parents, not even seemingly concerned that he might be missed, Jesus was in the temple taking part in theological discussions with the most learned of the Jewish scholars. His answers to their questions, we are told, astonished those scholars.

They could not have truly understood that they were in fact taking part in discussions about God with God Himself. Even at the age of 12, Jesus was taking part in the spiritual life of His people, and fulfilling the requirements of the law so that he could completely fulfill the prophecies about Himself.  He could not stand outside the faith and reform it, but must instead show Himself a full part and participant in that faith in order to change and fulfill it.
Joseph and Mary, however, were not so concerned at the moment with prophecy, but with making sure their son was safe. When they found Him, they were amazed, the Scripture says. No doubt they were amazed at His self-assuredness, His lack of concern for what seemed to them to be His unsafe circumstance, and His focus on the affairs of the temple.

We can feel the pain His mother Mary felt when she remonstrated with Him, “Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing.”
 We hear in her simple protestation that she and Joseph were worried about Him, and were afraid that something horrible might have happened to Him.
Jesus, however, was preparing Himself to begin His ministry. He would be faced with saving His people from their sins and teaching an entire people and world how to relate to God.

So Jesus responds to His earthly parents, “How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s business?” Why were you searching for me? Don’t you know by now that I am called to do My Father’s business? He reminded Joseph and Mary of what the angels had told them before His birth to Mary. 

The angel had told Mary, “He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.”

But Joseph and Mary, perhaps overwhelmed by their concerns, did not understand what He was telling them.

So Jesus went back with them to Nazareth, where he lived as their son and was “subject unto them.” Mary did not forget what had happened, or what had been said; she “kept all these sayings in her heart.”

Nor was the time lost on Jesus. We are told that He continued to grow in wisdom and in stature, and that His renown grew among people as His favor grew with God.

Despite Mary and Joseph’s fears, He had never really been lost. He had only been pursuing His true mission – a mission that would lead Him back to Jerusalem again, this time to face crucifixion as He defeated the powers of sin and death. 
His earthly parents’ nightmare would become the means by which the world would be saved.

Let us pray.

ALMIGHTY God and heavenly Father, Who didst send thy Son into the Temple to sit amidst the scholars, as thou didst later send Him into the world to dwell within our hearts, enlighten us, we pray thee, so that we may discern thy will, so that we may be about thy business, who, with the same thy Son and the Holy Ghost, livest and reignest ever, one God, world without end.  Amen.

Sunday, January 10, 2016
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
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� The Gospel According to St. Luke 2:43-46 (NIV).





� The Gospel According to St. Luke 2:46-47 (NIV).





� The Gospel According to St. Luke 2:48 (NIV).





� The Gospel According to St. Luke 1:32-33 (RSV).





� The Gospel According to St. Luke 2:51 (NIV). 
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