The Feast of Christ The King
(The Last Sunday in October)
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:
“Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world:  if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews:  but now is my kingdom not from hence.”
  In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.

HOMILY:
We have the last few times we have met for worship discussed how we are not of this world. We are, as we hear Thursday, citizens and children of heaven, not of Earth and Earthly places.

So too, our King, Jesus Christ, is a King not of this this world, for this world is not worthy of Him, but of Heaven. Truly a King, but not of this world.  King above all kings, but subject to a shameful death while blameless Himself.  This was the fate of Jesus Christ—a fate He accepted and underwent in order to save, not Himself, but all of us.  This day is set aside to laud and honor Christ the King.

How strange indeed, that those over whom Jesus was, and is, King did not recognize His Kingship for what it was, while those who were to put Him to death seem to have realized that He was indeed a King.
Those who followed Him, even His Apostles, did not fully understand just who He was. They knew He had been sent by God, and they even called Him Lord, but in truth, until after His resurrection, they did not ever seem to comprehend just Who Jesus was except in brief flashes of insight.
Meanwhile, his persecutors were afraid that He was indeed King. That is why they were so afraid of Him and of His followers. Even the Roman Prelate Pilate, who examined Jesus after He was brought to him by the Pharisees on the charge of inciting the Jews against Caesar, seemed to have intuitively understood that Jesus was a King. Now, Pilate understood this to mean that Jesus was declaring himself a king on Earth, of the people of the Jews, and so he questioned Jesus, “Art thou the King of the Jews?”

Jesus, however, pointed out that He was not a king of the Earthly kind, but that His kingdom was rather a heavenly one, not established by men, but by God: “Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world:  if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews:  but now is my kingdom not from hence.”

Kingdoms that are not of Earth need no defense of men. Kingdoms of Heaven have the Angels for their defense but men do not threaten Angels, for they cannot fight with them.

Even Pilate could find no fault in Jesus’ claims, and so he went back out to argue with the crowd, saying, “I find in him no fault at all.”
  Even Pilate, who had a reputation for cruelty, could find no cause to punish Jesus.
Jesus had redefined the charges against Himself:  “To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto truth.”
  I am here to bear witness to and to demonstrate the truth. My Kingdom, then, is of the heart and soul, not of Earthly lands. 
He was come, not to raise an army, nor to subdue people or nations in battle, but rather to present the truth of God to His people, and let them then decide to follow Him.  No one would be forced to join Him or follow Him, save by the compulsion of their own hearts as motivated by the Holy Spirit.  The simple presentation of truth and righteousness were His only weapons to be used in that conquest for hearts.
But one of the aspects of truth—and perhaps Pilate understood this—was that opposing it directly tends to make one’s own position weaker, not stronger.  Pilate therefore, attempted to avoid having to do anything about Jesus and to free Him. Pilate’s wife, even, warned him to have nothing to do with the persecution of Jesus, saying, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much over him today in a dream."

Pilate, however, was afraid. He feared the crowds would riot – which would move his Roman overlords to remove him from power. So, he went along – however reluctantly – with the crowd and the Pharisees and Saducees.  

And so Jesus was beaten, stripped and crucified.  Three days later He rose again, having defeated the very powers of sin and evil, and death itself.  As He rose, He took on that crown of which His enemies were so afraid.  As He assumed His crown and throne, He became King, not just of the Jews, but of all of creation.  The war He had fought was won.  It was a war that neither the Pharisees, nor Pilate, nor even His disciples could comprehend.  It was a war against the devil himself.
And now we, blessed with the understanding of the events that the Apostles themselves—who were eye witnesses—could not grasp, we celebrate this Sunday as Christ the King Sunday.  He whose crown was once thorns now wears a crown of glory.  He whose throne was once a cross now sits at the right-hand of God the Father.  
He whose robes were tattered rags spoiled with blood now are dazzling and shining white.  He who was condemned for us now waits to forgive.  As we sing at Christmas, “This, this, is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary.”

Let us pray,

O heavenly King, watch over us, we pray.  You who were once condemned by those who were not fit to even stand in your presence, now reign in our hearts and in our lives, we pray.  You, who alone were able to defeat sin and evil, allow us to offer You our thanks and praise, and at last bring us with all Your Saints into Your heavenly kingdom.  This we pray in Your most Holy Name.  Amen.

The Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

October 30, 2016
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