Sermon for Thursday, October 6, 2016
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
TEXT:


Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion? Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season? or canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons? Knowest thou the ordinances of heaven? canst thou set the dominion thereof in the earth?
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.

HOMILY:


From time to time we hear people who do not hold the faith proclaim that they know – or are capable of knowing – all things, and that therefore, God is non-existent and unnecessary.


Now, these poor deluded folks are suffering at the very least from profound delusions of grandeur. Further, they tend to ignore all those things that they cannot – nor will they ever be able - to understand. Indeed, the world is quite literally filled with things that they will never be able to explain.


For instance, we have probably all heard one of them mistakenly claim that human life is the result of random combinations of chemicals and fluids, and that over milli0ons of years, life was bound to develop. Of course, that claim plainly ignores the reality that the development of human life and the human organism is so unlikely and so complicated as to be essentially impossible.

And, this kind of profound delusion is nothing new.


In today’s Epistle reading, Job has questioned God as to why he has suffered such terrible misfortune in his life. He explains that he has studied long to understand the ways of the world and of God. God, however, quickly puts Job in his place, pointing out that for all his studies and learning, and for all his efforts, he does not know the ways and powers of God.


The Lord’s response to Job is withering.


“Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge?”
 Who are you, man, to question Me when you know nothing?


God begins by pointing out His great works which were accomplished without even the witness of man.


“Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if thou hast understanding. Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? or who hath stretched the line upon it? Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? or who laid the corner stone thereof;”


God then challenges Job to tell what he does know. 
 

In a presaging of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, The Father then asks what Job knows even of the universal human experience of death. “Have the gates of death been opened unto thee? or hast thou seen the doors of the shadow of death?”
 


How pompous of man to ever believe that he can know all, understand all or learn all. 

As expressed in the Psalms, “O LORD, how great are thy works! and thy thoughts are very deep.”


We might well as our self-deceiving friends who think themselves capable of understanding all things to explain love, and life. When so challenged, they tend to try to fall back on stammered claims about hormones, and DNA. But these explanations explain NOTHING.


The ONLY reason that man has life is that God wants it that way.


The only reason that we find love is that God made us that way, capable of having feelings toward each other.


The Father then challenges Job as to some of His greater works. “Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion?”
 The Pleiades is a constellation that heralds the arrival of the growing seasons on Earth, and so is thought to be a “sweet influence.” The Bands of Orion, on the other hand, show as Winter comes on, and so they mark the time when plants will not grow.


 The Mazzaroth refers to the constellations of the Zodiac, and Arcturus is one of the brightest of the starts in the heavens, used since iniquity for navigation, and so God is asking Job whether he can understand or control the movements of the stars in the heavens as He can.


“Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season? or canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons?”
 

Man is limited, and God is not. When man presumes himself to be the equal of God, or even the potential equal of God, he commits blasphemy.


His thoughts are higher than our thoughts, and his ways are higher than our ways.


It is, therefore, critical for man to remember his place in the creation. We are the creation, and God is the creator. 


As Jesus said, the servant is not equal to his master.


Let us pray.


Lord, keep us always mindful of our place in thy creation, and in our proper relation to You as our Creator. We are prone to the errors of pride and vain-glory. Lord, let us always be mindful of You in all things. This we pray of Your Holy Name. Amen.

Thursday, October 6, 2016

By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

--ooOOoo--
� Job 38:  31-33 (KJV)





� Job 38: 2 (KJV)





� Job 38: 4-6 (KJV)





� Job 38: 17 (KJV)





� Psalms 92: 5 (KJV)





� Job 38: 31 (KJV)





� Job 38: 32 (KJV)








