Sermon for 08/18/2016
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

TEXT:


And, behold, there was a man named Joseph, a counsellor; and he was a good man, and a just: (The same had not consented to the counsel and deed of them;) he was of Arimathaea, a city of the Jews: who also himself waited for the kingdom of God. This man went unto Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. And he took it down, and wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a sepulchre that was hewn in stone, wherein never man before was laid.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.
HOMILY:


Joseph of Arimathea, according to all four synoptic Gospels, was a member of the Jewish High Council, and was known as a respected man. It was he, who, according to the Gospels, went to Pilate after the crucifixion of our Lord to ask for the body of Jesus, then buried it in his own tomb.


Joseph was what is referred to as “a disciple of Jesus, but secretly, for fear of the Jews.”
 After being granted permission by Pilate, Joseph obtained a linen cloth and taking Nicodemus with him, retrieved the body of Jesus and placed it in the tomb in the garden behind his home.  

But for we Anglicans, this is not the only was we remember Joseph of Arimathea. It was, after all, Joseph, who according to legend, actually deserves the credit for what is now called the Anglican Church.


According to legends, Joseph was a dealer in metals, and about three years after the death of Jesus, he made his way to what is now England, in the area of  Somersetshire, at the site of what would become the Town of Glastonbury.


Joseph’s presence in England is referenced by such early church historians and writers as Irenaeus (125–189), Hippolytus (170–236), Tertullian (155–222) and Eusebius (260–340) .


Later, in the 12th century, Joseph was also connected with Arthurian legend.


Queen Elizabeth I cited Joseph’s missionary work in England when she claimed that the Church of England, established by Joseph, predated the Roman Church in England by hundreds of years.


So while most modern history teaches that Henry VIII was responsible for the founding of the Anglican Church as a result of his break with the Roman Pontiff Clement VII over the king’s insistence that his marriage to Catherine of Aragon be annulled, and the Pope’s refusal, in reality, it is clear to most scholars that in fact the English Church was identifiable long before that.


Indeed, when the Romans did finally get to what is now England, they were stunned to find an already flourishing and growing Christian Church. 


This, in legend, is attributed to Joseph of Arimithae.


Joseph is said to have built the first church in Britain – at Glastonbury – which some say would have made it the first Christian Church in all the world. 

Why, some people ask, would Joseph have travelled to the wilds of what is now England? Well, he was a trader in metals, and in Cornwall, there are large deposits of tin available. It is said that this pursuit, coupled with his being a follower of Jesus, and being sent by St. Philip to bring others to the faith, resulted in Joseph travelling to England.


And so we owe him much, this man who dared so much by asking for the body of Jesus and burying it in his own tomb, thus risking the wrath of the Jews. 


This man who dared to be a disciple of Jesus, and who according to legend took the faith of Christ crucified to England, there to start what is the foundation of our own church.


Thanks be to God.


Let us pray.


Merciful God, whose servant Joseph of Arimathea with reverence and godly fear, prepared the body of our Lord and Savior for burial, and laid it in his own tomb: Grant to us, your faithful people, grace and courage to love and serve Jesus with sincere devotion all the days of our life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with thee and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end. Amen.
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