Sermon for 06/30/2016
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
TEXT:

WHEN Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias or one of the prophets.
 
HOMILY:


What’s your name? 


What are you called, and how do people know you?


As I ask this, I see some of you looking at me with a puzzled look on your faces.  “Why, you know my name – why would you ask something like that?” you seem to say. And, yes, you are correct in that I know your name as given you by your parents.

But – how are you known? Who are you really?


Jesus suggested another way by which you shall be known.


“Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.”


He suggested that we know others not by their names, but rather by their actions and the results of those actions. 


Our Lord Himself was questioned by Pilate, when “Jesus stood before the governor: and the governor asked him, saying, ‘Art thou the King of the Jews?’ And Jesus said unto him, ‘Thou sayest.’” 


How many times have you either heard someone described this way, or perhaps have even yourself described someone else as, “that’s the guy who …” and everyone understood who you were talking about?


You might not have known their name, but you know THEM and can describe them in a way that everyone understands.


Other times, of course, the description offered might not be so charitable, and might center on some unfortunate appearance, or habit, or conduct.

If I were to stand here and describe someone by their conduct, I have no doubt that you would know who I was talking about.  Even as I suggest this, I see some of you nodding.


I could refer, for instance, to “the lady who does flowers,” and you would all know that I refer to my wife, Janice – who does in fact prepare our lovely flowers for the altar.


So we can consider the words of Jesus in another perspective.


“Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?”


The question could as well be asked, “What is it that people have decided about me?” 

The answer that Jesus received spoke worlds about how people perceived Him. They believed that He was some revered prophet come back to life.


Our Lord then directed the same question directly to His disciples: “Who do YOU say that I am?” 


It was blessed St. Peter – whose feast day we celebrated yesterday – who gave the correct answer.

“Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.”


Note that he did not answer, “You are Jesus of Nazareth, our leader and friend.” He did not say, you are the son of Mary and Joseph, the carpenter.


No – the most important thing about Jesus was how Peter identified Him.


“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.”


You are the Savior, the Messiah – the Son of God.


So considering that – let me ask again.


What are you called, and how do people know you?


I pray that your answer is that you are one of the Children of God, called by Him to witness and to follow Him. If we are to be known by the most important thing about us, what is your most important thing?


If so – then what you would hope to be known as and called is a CHRISTIAN.  We know that Christians are known by their conduct and their lives.


Let us all pray that we so conduct ourselves that when others describe us – they describe us based on our faithfulness and service to God and His Church.

Let us pray.


Dear Lord, we pray that all those who confess thy Holy Name may agree in the truth of thy Holy Word, and live in unity and godly love. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen
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