Sermon for Thursday, June 2, 2016
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
TEXT:


And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, Being forty days tempted of the devil.
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.
HOMILY:


There is always temptation for us all. Even our Lord, who knew no sin, was tempted by the devil, and so every one of us must endure temptation as well.


Now, temptation is always that base urge that prompts and pushes us to do what we know to be wrong. 


The dictionary defines temptation as “the act of tempting or the state of being tempted especially to evil,” and “something tempting :  a cause or occasion of enticement.”


It is curious that temptation always employs the subterfuge of something particularly enjoyable or desirable being used to prompt us to act in a way that will cause longer-term harm or loss.


Jesus, after spending 40 days fasting in the desert in order to prepare for His life of ministry, was approached by the devil, who offered three things to tempt Him. Each thing offered spoke to a different weakness that men may have.


First was hunger.


Jesus had spent 40 days fasting, and so it was perfectly natural that He was hungry. Indeed, the scripture tells us plainly, “And in those days he did eat nothing: and when they were ended, he afterward hungered.”
 We can easily understand that He would have been famished, and so it might have been quite easy to fall for the proposal that he now eat.


But our Lord was quick to reject this empty promise. 


He pointed out to Satan that it is not just the body that must be fed, but the soul, and that life does not depend just on fulfilling physical needs such as physical hunger, but rather on feeding the spiritual needs of the soul as well.


“It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.” Left unsaid was the reality that the Father would never allow Jesus to come to harm.


We are God’s own creation, and so when we consider abusing our bodies with things that are harmful to us, rather than relying on the kinds of life-sustaining food, activity and spiritual nourishment that we truly need, we risk losing everything God has given us. 


Next, Satan tried to tempt our Lord with power.


This was a particularly foolish attempt, for Jesus was already Lord and King of all creation. Of course, the world is of the devil, and is finite and limited, while Jesus knows no limits.

But the real danger in the second temptation comes not in the foolish part of what is offered, but in the manner of the collection. “If thou will worship me, all shall be thine.”
 What is earthly power to the ruler of all creation? Why would Jesus even consider such a thing? 

He would not, and so it is no surprise that Jesus dismissed this second offer as well.

It is a question well worth asking why humans are often willing to trade eternal life and all that comes with it for foolish earthly joys and pursuits. 
A life of sin and extravagance may seem to have momentary appeal, but what is the appeal of a shallow, empty existence when we consider the price – losing eternal life?

Finally, the devil attempted to goad Jesus into abuse of His power. When human officials do this kind of thing, we call it “malfeasance in office”. In general terms we call this hubris – that excessive pride and defiance toward God that leads to one’s own downfall.

Jesus would have no part of this, however, noting, “It is said, thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.” 


With this final rejection, the devil knew that he could make no inroads against Jesus, and he left Him.

We too face these same temptations and more every day.


We too have the opportunity to do as Jesus did, and reject the wiles of the devil. Have you been offered benefit in return for doing wrong? Did you reject that offer simply because it was wrong?


Have you been tempted by excesses in food, lifestyle and activity that, while seemingly momentarily entertaining, would do long-term damage? Did you reconsider the costs of those actions and decline?


Have you at some time had the opportunity to do evil or excess, knowing that you could get away with it, but decided not to do so just because it was wrong?


It is an interesting thing, that if you start to walk uprightly in God’s own path, the temptations that once were such an enticement are less and less so every day, and eventually, you wonder why they ever attracted you at all.


May we all find ourselves walking every day in the paths of the Lord.


Let us pray.


Guide us Lord, in Thy ways, that we may be found acceptable in Thy sight. Give us strength to reject temptation however it may come to us, and the wisdom to recognize it where it is. This we pray in Jesus’ Holy Name. Amen.
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