Sermon for 05/26/2016
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
TEXT:

Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things:  but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.
  In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.
HOMILY:

This evening’s Gospel reading, as well as the Epistle, serve as a warning not to delay living up to God’s commandment to love our neighbors.

We know from the 10 Commandments that we are to love our neighbors.  As stated by our Lord Jesus, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength:  this is the first commandment.  And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.  There is none other commandment greater than these.”

The primary order we are given in each of these two Commandments is to love – to care for someone other than ourselves and to express that care in terms both verbal and physical.

The Epistle reading centers on this very same idea – that to love is the greatest responsibility and duty of the Christian.

“BELOVED, let us love one another:  for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God,” advises John.  “He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.”

So if we are to be like God, in order to approach God, then we must emulate Him and try in all ways to act as He would act.
Of course, the Father’s overriding act of love towards His creation was to send His only begotten Son to save that creation:  “In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only-begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him.”

Without that primary act of love, we would have remained separated from Him forever, as we could not by ourselves remove or in any way diminish our own sin.  But through that love, we are able to love God in return and we have the hope of being restored to life with Him eternally.
Saint Paul, in his first letter to the church at Corinth, explains how people behave when they are motivated by Godly love.  He uses the term ‘charity’, which John Gill in his Exposition of the Whole Bible says refers to “the grace of love is here meant, even love to God, and love to Christ, and love to the saints.”

Adam Clark, in Commentary On The Bible, offers the same explanation, defining ‘charity’ as Paul uses it here to mean, “The love of God, and of our neighbor for God’s sake.”

Paul describes such love this way:  “Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.  Charity never faileth….”

Love is long suffering and kind, does not focus on evil, but rejoices in the truth, and always seeks the best of and for all people at all times.  Above all, Paul says, love does not fail.
This is how we should approach God, for this is how God has dealt with us. 

Consider that when man began to sin, God did not abandon us, nor cast us aside and start over, but instead tried over and over again to bring His chosen people, Israel, back to covenant relationship with Him, finally sending His only begotten Son, Jesus, to come and live and die as one of us to cleanse us of sin and error and restore  His creation to Himself.

From time to time, I hear people ask the question, “How could a merciful God permit evil in the world?”  The question has always puzzled me, because these very same people would react with horror if one were to suggest that they should raise their own children in a bubble, never letting them go out into the world, explore, or take chances.

They seem to understand that to love is to trust, even when failure might occur.  Yet, they somehow come to a conclusion that a loving God would rule out any chance of failure for His people.  Of course, such a controlled, sterilized existence is devoid of the opportunity to grow, to learn, to achieve – hardly the marks of a loving parent.

Our Father allows us to fail, but expects that we will return to Him when we do, admit that we have failed, and if that failure has affected our relationship with Him, to ask forgiveness.

But remember, we do not know the hour, nor the day, when it will suddenly be too late to change.  It is not for us to try to wait until the very last moment to reconcile ourselves to God.  Rather, we should “Carpe Diem” as the saying goes – “Seize the Moment” and make peace with God.

We are called at each service of the Lord’s Eucharist to make our humble confession to God, to ask His forgiveness and His blessings on us.  In the words of the Mass, “It is very meet and right that we should at all times and in all places give thanks unto Thee.…” 

Let us not be like the rich man whose fate it was to see Lazarus blessed while he suffered, but rather be along with Lazarus, a blessed servant of our Lord in Heaven, having shown love to others while here on Earth.

Let us pray.

Dear Lord, let us always remember to share that love that You have shown to us with others as You would have us do.  Let us remember that despite outward appearances and circumstances, we are all Your children and in each we are to seek and serve You.  This we ask in the Joy of Your blessed service.  Amen.
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The Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW

--ooOOoo--
� Luke 16: 25 (KJV).





� Mark 12: 30-31 (KJV).





� I John 4: 7-8 (KJV).





� I John 4: 9 (KJV).





� John Gill, Exposition Of The Whole Bible.





� Adam Clark, Commentary On The Bible.





� I Corinthians 13: 4-7 (KJV).





� The Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW, Priest-in-Charge of  at Holy Angels Anglican Catholic Church, Picayune, MS.








PAGE  

