Sermon for 04/14/2016
By the Rev. Larry Wagoner, MSW
TEXT:

IF ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled; but sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:
 In the Na(me of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.
HOMILY:


We often wonder why it is that bad things sometime happen in our lives. “Why is this happening to me,” we complain. “I’m a good person and I don’t deserve any of this.”

While we often look around us and conclude (usually erroneously) that we are the only ones so afflicted, the reality is that we all suffer hardships, trials and we all have the same complaint. But the reality is rather different. We do tend to hide those bad things that happen to us, after all, probably from our fear that we will be seen as whiners, or worse, as unlucky people.


Jesus counsels us to take a very different approach to our troubles.


Instead of being tormented by the bad things that happen to us, He suggests that we should be thankful for them because they give us a chance to show our faith to the world.


 “IF ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled; but sanctify the Lord God in your hearts:”


This is a difficult thing – and we are certainly not generally inclined to be happy about our own misfortunes. But as our Lord notes, “It is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing.”


Your priest happened upon this very conundrum this week. Sunday evening, I managed to leave a hose running in the front yard while working on one of our vehicles. That same hose ran all night Sunday night. Monday morning, walking out to his car, I noticed that the ground next to the car seemed quite wet.

With horror I realized that I had left the hose running all night long. I quickly shut off the tap, and thought all was well when I heard the tank fill and the pump shut off.


Sadly, however, when I spoke to Janice later in the day, I was informed that we had no water at the house. Hoping against hope, I prayed that the problem was something as simple as a stuck contactor switch.


Alas, it was not to be. The switch was functioning properly, and the breakers were all fine. Despite power going “down the hole” as they say, the pump was not pumping water.


In my younger and more foolish days I might have attempted to pull the pump out of the well casing and see if I could fix it myself. I’m not sure age had added wisdom, but it has certainly added aches and pains, and I knew that such a task is simply beyond me these days. So, I called a pump man, and he came out and took a look, prodded and tapped, checked things with his meter, and pronounced that the problem was down the well.


Not good.


Now, at this point, I had a choice. I could get angry (mostly at myself for leaving the water running), or I could simply be thankful that it was not far worse. I can be thankful that I have the opportunity to get a new pump and by doing so, I can ensure that my family will have a good supply of water for the future.


It isn’t that I am pleased that the pump went out. It certainly isn’t that I am happy that I forgot to turn the water off Sunday evening. 


I can assure you all that I am not overjoyed at adding yet another large repair bill to our collection. 

But it is this:

God has been very good to me and my family. 

Despite the issues that we face from day to day, we have been richly blessed with a home, a happy marriage, two wonderful children and the opportunity to worship God today.

Why then, would I not “be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear?”

God has blessed me – and you too – with rich and full lives, and with the opportunity to be His disciples, followers and to testify of Him. Thanks be to God!

Let us pray.

I give you thanks Lord, that You provide me with the opportunity daily to testify to the world through my life and actions of Your blessings. Grant to me and to all those here joyful hearts in the face of all tribulation to continue to praise You always. Our Your endless Mercy and Grace we pray. Amen.
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